
University of Toronto Faculty of Music Presents:
2022-23 John R. Stratton Visitor in Music: Graham Johnson
Art Song Master Class featuring singers and pianists from the Faculty of Music’s Collaborative Piano and Voice
Studies programs

20 March, 2023 at 1:00 pm | Walter Hall

PROGRAM

Im wunderschönen Monat Mai (6 Lieder, Op. 25, no. 5)
Robert Franz (1815-1892)

Jamal al Titi, baritone; Indra Egan, piano

Unbewegte laue Luft (8 Lieder, Op. 57, no. 8)
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

Nicole Percifield, mezzo-soprano; Helen Becqué, piano

Ein Traum (6 Lieder, Op. 48, no. 6)
Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)

Rayleigh Becker, tenor; Chun Yi Tsang, piano

Der Wanderer (D.489)
Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Owen Phillipson, bass-baritone; Dakota Scott-Digout, piano

Alternate:
C’est ainsi que tu es (Métamorphoses)

Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)
Chihiro Yasufuku, soprano; Trevor Flemings, piano

We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has been the

traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas of the Credit.

Today, this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to

have the opportunity to work on this land.



Named for a great collector of vocal music and historical recorded sound, the John R. Stratton Visitor in Music
brings distinguished specialists in the field of voice, opera, and collaborative piano to the Faculty of Music. We are
grateful to Stephen Clarke, trustee of the Stratton Estate for his generous support of the Faculty of Music.

Described as "that peerless song accompanist” by the Daily Telegraph
(November 2015) Graham Johnson is recognised as one of the world’s
leading vocal accompanists. Born in Rhodesia, he came to London to
study in 1967. After leaving the Royal Academy of Music, his teachers
included Gerald Moore and Geoffrey Parsons. In 1972 he was the
official pianist at Peter Pears’ first masterclasses at the Snape Maltings,
which brought him into contact with Benjamin Britten - a link which
strengthened his determination to accompany. In 1976 he formed the
Songmakers Almanac to explore neglected areas of piano-accompanied
vocal music; the founder singers were Dame Felicity Lott, Ann Murray
DBE, Anthony Rolfe Johnson and Richard Jackson - artists with whom
he has established long and fruitful collaborations both on the concert
platform and in the recording studio. Some two hundred and fifty
Songmakers programmes were presented over the years. Graham
Johnson has also accompanied such distinguished singers as Sir
Thomas Allen, Victoria de los Angeles, Elly Ameling, Arleen Auger, lan
Bostridge, Brigitte Fassbaender, Matthias Goerne, Thomas Hampson,
Simon Keenlyside, Angelika Kirchschlager, Alice Coote, Philip Langridge,
Serge Leiferkus, Angelika Kirchschlager, Christopher Maltman, Edith
Mathis, Lucia Popp, Christoph Prégardien, Dame Margaret Price,
Thomas Quastoff, Dorothea Réschmann, Kate Royal, Christine Schaefer,
Peter Schreier, Dame Elisabeth Schwarzkopf and Sarah Walker.

His relationship with the Wigmore Hall is a special one. He devised and accompanied concerts in the hall's
re-opening series in 1992, and in its centenary celebrations in 2001. He is Senior Professor of Accompaniment at
the Guildhall School of Music and has led a biennial scheme for Young Songmakers since 1985. He has had a long
and fruitful link with Hyperion Records, with both Ted Perry and Simon Perry, for whom he has devised and
accompanied a set of complete Schubert lieder on 37 discs, a milestone in the history of recording, and a complete
Schumann series. There is an ongoing French Song series where the complete songs of such composers as
Chausson, Chabrier, Fauré and Poulenc are either already available, or in preparation. All these discs are issued with
Graham Johnson's own programme notes, which set new standards for CD annotations. He has recorded two solo
recital discs with Alice Coote, for Hyperion. He has also recorded for Sony, BMG, Harmonia Mundi, Forlane, EMI and
DG. Awards include the Gramophone solo vocal award in 1989 (with Dame Janet Baker), 1996 (Die schöne Millerin
with lan Bostridge), 1997 (for the inauguration of the Schumann series with Christine Schäfer) and 2001 (with
Magdalena Kozena). He was The Royal Philharmonic Society's Instrumentalist of the Year in 1998 and in June 2000,
he was elected a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Music.

He is author of The Songmakers’ Almanac; Twenty years of recitals in London, The French Song Companion for OUP
(2000), The Vocal Music of Benjamin Britten (Guildhall 2003), Gabriel Fauré - the Songs and their Poets (2009) and
Franz Schubert: The Complete Songs (Yale University Press 2014). His latest book, Poulenc - The Life in the Songs,
was published in August 2020 to great critical acclaim.

Graham Johnson was made an OBE in the 1994 Queen's Birthday Honours list, created Chevalier in the Ordre des
Arts et Lettres by the French Government in 2002, made an Honorary Member of the Royal Philharmonic Society in
2010, and awarded the Wigmore Hall Medal in 2013. He received Honorary Doctorates from Durham University,
the New England Conservatory of Music, and the Edith Cowan University in Western Australia. He was awarded the
Hugo Wolf Medal in 2014 for his services to the art of song and Germany's Cross of the Order of Merit in 2021.


